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Amnesty International. El Salvador: `Death Squads' A Government Strategy. 1988. 50 p. Amnesty
International, 322 Eighth Avenue, New York, NY 10001. This report summarizes and evaluates
a massive quantity of evidence gathered by AI from thousands of case studies. The section
titled "Evidence" presents photographs (including those of National Guardsmen engaging in
"death squad" activities), and details of testimony from military defectors, survivors of death
squad actions, eye witnesses, and government officials. Amnesty concludes that the oft-repeated
accounts of "right-wing extremists" and "out of control elements" of the army being responsible
for the death squads are inaccurate, and serve to perpetuate terror organized and sanctioned by
the Salvadoran government. From the report: "Amnesty International has concluded that the
Salvadoran `death squads' are simply used to shield the government from accountability for the
torture, `disappearances' and extrajudicial executions committed in their name. The squads are
made up of regular army and police agents, acting in uniform or plain clothes, under the orders of
superior officers. "...Tens of thousands of people have been the victims of extrajudicial executions
and `disappearances' by El Salvador's armed forces since 1980...None of the armed forces officers
responsible have been brought to justice, and most remain in positions of command."
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